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On May 15, violence erupted when a vigilante group attempted to evict agricultural workers
from a farm in Ceibon, Santa Barbara department. Four persons were killed and eight injured
in the incident. Among the dead was the reputed landowner, Col. Urbano Hernandez. The 300
ha. land parcel in question was promised several years ago by the National Agrarian Institute
(INA) to members of the Lempira Agricultural Union, an affiliate of the National Agricultural
Workers Central (CNTC). Hernandez later acquired the land through an illegal purchase. In
April, members of the Lempira Union occupied the property, in conjunction with a CNTC land
occupation movement aimed at reclaiming 100,000 ha. of farmland across the country. During a
recent eviction in Atlantida department, five agricultural workers were killed by a landowner and
his employees. (See CAU 05/08/91.) Consequently, Lempira Union members were armed when the
vigilantes appeared. On May 18, CNTC spokesperson Jorge Amador told ACAN-EFE that recent
clashes between agricultural workers and landowners were rooted in the "paralysis of the agrarian
reform process," and the country's extremely unequal land tenure structure. Amador noted that 500
landowners control 16% of the nation's most fertile farmland, while 160,000 families are landless.
According to government statistics, landless households earn an average $27 per month and suffer
from malnutrition, inadequate health care, housing, clothing and education. In rural Honduras
women bear an average of seven children, one of the world's highest fertility rates. Amador said,
"No agricultural worker wants to stand by with arms folded and starve. Therefore, there is no
alternative but to tear down the fences surrounding land that is not being cultivated and reclaim it."
Agrarian reform, first implemented in 1962, was most effective between 1972 and 1975 when 600,000
ha. were distributed to 120,000 families. Over the next 10 years, only 120,000 ha. were distributed
to 32,000 households, and in 1990, the INA approved redistribution of only 7,522 ha. Organizations
representing landless agricultural workers demand at least 50,000 ha. of land to work, and assert
they are prepared to take control of land by force if necessary. Luis Lagos, national deputy and
leader of the National Association of Honduran Agricultural Workers, said, "The problem is that
under the current economic readjustment program, agrarian reform is not an official priority and
political will to implement it is lacking." (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 05/16/91, 05/18/91)
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